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What is Government?
LOOKING AT GOVERNMENT
Wouldn’t it be nice if we were free to do whatever we pleased?  However, can you imagine what chaos would result if everyone were free to do exactly that?  Few of us could last in that situation. 

It is well known that people are social creatures.  People live with others in groups or communities in order to meet their basic needs.  By cooperating with others, individuals are able to make a living, exchange ideas, have children and enjoy themselves.  In order to live together peacefully, people need to make rules to settle their disagreements.  Each community also needs to protect its members against the forces of nature and hostile attacks by outside groups. 

What do you think a society would be like if there were no government? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT IS GOVERNMENT?

The organization set up to protect the community and enforces its rules is called the government.  Just as a pilot guides a plane, a government guides the members of a community in their dealings with themselves and outsiders.  In general, governments are created for two purposes.  First governments protect the lives, liberty, and property of members of the community.  Second, governments provide services, like educating children and building roads, that individuals could not do for themselves.

What are the two main purposes of government?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

 All governments are given (or take) special powers to carry out their decisions over the members of society.  These powers include:

· A legislative power to make the laws

· An executive power to carry out the laws

· A judicial power to interpret and apply the laws

In some government systems these powers belong to only one person.  In others these powers are divided up and given to different people so that one person does not hold all the power. 
What power do you think is the most important?  Why?_____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
POLITICAL FREEDOM

There are several non-governmental organizations that assess the state of freedom in the world.  They rank countries according to the amount of freedom enjoyed by their citizens.  One of the best known organizations performing such rankings is Freedom in the World.  This organization ranks countries primarily on two criteria – political rights and civil liberties. 
Political rights

Political rights are the rights of citizens to participate in their government.  Such participation can take a variety of forms: it generally includes the right to vote in secret, to become a candidate for political office, to join a political party, and to demonstrate against the government policies without fear of arrest or harassment.  Political rights are usually greater when there are several political parties competing with each other. 

Why might some governments not want their citizens to have certain political rights? _____________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Civil Liberties

Civil Liberties are the liberties that each citizen enjoys from birth.  They include freedom of expression and belief, rule of law, and personal independence without government interference.  Civil liberties include rights for women that are equal to those of men, the right to own property, and the right to a fair trial.  Civil liberties are the hallmark of a democratic free society.  However, sometimes a person’s civil liberties may come in conflict with the government’s need to maintain public order.  For example, our right to free speech does not allow us to scream “fire” in a crowded theater as a joke.  
Freedom in the World uses a Freedom Index to rank countries based on how well their governments maintain an orderly environment while maintaining civil liberties.  They rank countries into three categories:


Where do you think the United States would rank on the Freedom in the World Freedom Index?  Why?  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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