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How Governments Interact
WHAT IS A COUNTRY?

A country is any place that has (1) borders (boundaries) separating it from its neighbors; and (2) its own sovereign government.  A government is sovereign if there is no higher official authority within the area it controls.   A sovereign government has supreme power.

Today, most countries are nation-states. Most countries have territory that is larger than a single city, but not as large as an empire.  They consist of an entire people, or nation, with a common cultural heritage and identity.

Different types of sovereign territories have existed side by side for most of history.  Although each of these governments is sovereign within its own territory, it still must deal with other sovereign governments beyond its borders. These other governments often have common or conflicting goals.  They might threaten the future existence of a country, or offer the possibility of helping it to prosper and grow.  No world government exists to oversee relationships between countries. Instead, sovereign governments must rely on their own resources and skill to survive in a dangerous and often hostile world.  To do so, sovereign governments interact in the following ways:

What are the two requiremetns for a place to be considered a country? _______________________

________________________________________________________________________________

DIPLOMACY AND NEGOTIATION 
In the Middle Ages, rulers sent envoys to other kingdoms when they had a message to convey. In Renaissance Italy, city-states began the practice of sending a permanent representative, known as an ambassador, to reside in the foreign city-state or kingdom.  The ambassador watched out for his ruler’s political and commercial interests. Other countries soon adopted this practice.  We still use this today.

Diplomacy is based on the continuing practice of sending representatives to other countries.  When there is a problem, these representatives discuss the issue in an attempt to find a solution. In negotiations between governments there is a general give and take.  Each side usually gives up something to find a middle ground that is acceptable to all.

Give an example of a time in your life when you have had to negotiate a problem/solution with someone. How did you negotiate?  What was the outcome? ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
TREATIES
A treaty is a signed agreement between countries.  Treaties are similar to contracts between individuals.  In a treaty, each of the participating countries promises to do certain things.  Sometimes, countries sign a treaty of alliance, promising to defend each other if attacked.  Peace treaties are used to end wars.  For example, the Thirty Years War in Germany ended when diplomats representing different countries met in Westphalia in 1648 and signed a peace treaty.
International Meetings and Organizations
Governments also interact through meetings and by participation in international organizations.  Today, the European Union is an organization of European governments that was formed to promote trade and unity. 

 The United Nations is an international organization formed to promote peace and to resolve international disputes. Every member has a vote in the General Assembly of the United Nations. It doesn’t matter how big or small, wealthy or poor a country is, every one gets one vote.   However, only the United Nations Security Council can vote on the use of force.  There are 5 permanent member nations on the Security Council that can never be removed. The United States, Great Britain, France, Russia, China are have the power to prevent action in the Security Council.  The United Nations sponsors other international organizations with special purposes.  For example, the Food and Agriculture Organization combats hunger worldwide.  The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) promotes the rights and well-being of children. 

What is the purpose of the United Nations (U.N.)?  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Military Conflicts
Sometimes sovereign governments cannot agree on issues dividing them, even after negotiations or conferences.  Then they may decide to pursue their interests through war.  Military conflicts usually break out when one or both governments think they can win the conflict, and when they cannot see any other way of resolving their difficulty. Sometimes countries engage in war simply to conquer other countries and take their resources.  Governments may also engage in war for religious motives.

Review:  Identify two ways that governments interact – give specific examples.  _________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
